stance, the teeth, the subject about to be discussed ?
To an intelligent mind, to ask such a question?as whether a part has any relation with the whole, or the whole with any of its parts, seems both absurd and trifling; but, to go further, and attempt a grave discussion of such a matter, would be considered an insult to common sense.
It is, nevertheless, true, that such a discussion not only seems to be necessary, but in our humble opinion, absolutely required in the present state of dental science; for dentistry as a science, though now no longer questioned; her position, notwithstanding, as such, is yet so much in its infancy, that a legion by name, of her pretended votaries, both in deed and word, vir- On the other hand, in the class of herbivora, whose food consists of vegetables, grain, and fruits, we see the teeth suited to the grinding process, by which arrangement alone, they could be adapted to such kind of food; and thus, shows an equally close relation between the teeth of this class, and the digestion of this peculiar kind of food, upon which they exclusively subsist;
* and so in numerous other examples, the relation will be found to be equally close. But our business is chiefly with human digestion and the teeth, to which we wish particularly to confine our remarks.
Human digestion, as already stated, consists of several subdivisions or minor functions, which are called prehension, mastication, insalivation, deglutition, chymijication, and chylijication.
The organs corresponding to these several functions are, viz. those of the mouth, the pharynx, oesophagus, stomach, intestines, liver, and pancreas. In other words, the digestive organs comprise the alimentary tube, from the mouth to the anus; at the beginning of which tube we find the teeth, where is also the beginning of digestion ; while along its continuous track the digestive function is carried on and completed.
The anatomical relation, therefore, between digestion and the teeth, seems both clear and irresistible, as the latter organs are * In the carnivora, the stomach is simple and intestines short; while in the herbivora, with more complex dental apparatus, the stomach is also more complex, and intestines much longer, with a ccecum of "great size." among the first to commence the process. at every point; and it is this same food which undergoes digestion, and from which, in the lungs, the blood is formed, and out of which blood, the materials are derived for constructing the various organs of the body; and as the teeth are among these organs, and thus built up from the blood, and the blood thus formed from digestion, the anatomical relation, by the bloodvessels, is also equally established between digestion and the teeth.
Another anatomical element of this relation, we find in the nerves.
To the glossopharyngeal and gustatory branch of the fifth, are assigned the duty of presiding over and regulating the taste; while other branches of the fifth go directly to the teeth, and belong to general sensibility. Now, this taste, which is placed among the special senses, is our guide in the proper choice of food ; is, consequently, connected with, and necessary to digestion; and, as a further consequence from its nervous connection with the teeth, must also place the latter in the same relation with digestion. blood-vessels and nerves, and equally vitalized and nourished by the same indispensable fluid, the blood; and as it is from the blood that the various elements for constructing the different organs, with the teeth, are derived, it is only necessary for us to show that the chyme and chyle, formed by the function of digestion, and from which the blood is derived, is at fault?to show that the blood also is at fault?and, consequently, the teeth, formed from the blood, must, also, be equally at fault; in other words, having an imperfect construction, which is either disease developed, or a predisposition strongly tending thereto.
Now, that we should expect healthy chyme and chyle to be formed in the stomach and duodenum, when the gastric juice and the bile and pancreatic fluids are wanting or deficient in quantity or quality, and this, too, to take place in organs, which, themselves, are in a state of disease, and crippled in all their healthy actions, we say, to look for such a result seems about as preposterous as to expect that "grapes should be gathered of thorns, or figs of thistles." But it may be said, that the quality of the food will make up the difference as to purity in the formation of the chyme and chyle, the answer still is, that no matter how good the food may be, still, the organs cannot digest it; or, if the function be carried on at all, digest it but very imperfectly, and, consequently, very bad chyme and chyle, or none at all is formed, and just as certainly must there be a like character to the after blood; and as a still further result, must all the after organs be, which are formed from it, viz. partaking alike in the imperfection, and, consequently, necessarily stamped with a departure from the natural standard of health, which departure the scientific dentist has an opportunity of witnessing with greater distinctness and accuracy, than the physician, for with him the teeth are exposed to more 
